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factors, including background atmospheric concentrations of methane, carbon dioxide and other 
greenhouse gases. This will in turn depend on the level of action other countries take to reduce emissions 
of the different greenhouse gases. If other countries take strong action to reduce emissions, then the 
warming impact of each tonne of methane New Zealand emits will be bigger.  
 
The warming impact of a certain level of methane emissions will also be affected by other interactions. 
This includes, for example, the impact the warming caused by methane and other greenhouse gases 
disturbs the global carbon cycle – a warmer atmosphere causes carbon dioxide already in the atmosphere 
to remain there for longer, and leads to more carbon dioxide being released into the atmosphere from the 
biosphere and from oceans.  
 
Please see Chapter 4 in our draft advice report for a discussion of the warming impacts of methane and the 
other GHGs. You may also be interested in IPCC AR5 to see a more detailed discussion on this issue. See 
https://www.ipcc.ch/assessment-report/ar5/  

5. The Commission’s draft advice aligns with Article 2(1)(b) of the Paris Agreement (which aims) …to foster 
climate resilience and low greenhouse gas emissions development, in a manner that does not threaten food 
production. Our draft advice report discusses the food production aspect of agriculture and climate 
change. Our analysis shows that we can reach the methane targets using existing technologies and 
practices without compromising milk and meat production. 

 

Please note that the Commission has a policy to proactively release OIA responses to help others have access to more 
information. Consequently, this letter will be published on our website with your name and contact details redacted 
to protect your privacy. 

 

Kind regards 

 

Jo Hendy 
Chief Executive 
Climate Change Commission 
 
 




