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[UNCLASSIFIED]

Dear All

Thanks for the discussion yesterday at the interagency data and modelling meeting about the
proposal for a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Climate Change Commission
and government agencies on developing a shared evidence base.

To recap, the Minister for Climate Change, through his letter of expectations to the
Commission’s Chair, has outlined that the Commission should develop an MOU that facilitates
productive working relationships with relevant central government agencies (e.g. to develop
climate-related capability and an accepted evidence base), while maintaining the independence
of the Commission.

We have developed a draft MOU, which you can find attached to this email.  This is a first draft
for discussion – we recognise that it will likely need amendments and further clarification.  It has
been informed by a similar MOU that exists between the UK Climate Change Committee and UK
government departments (which is also attached FYI), but with some adjustments for the New
Zealand context and simplification to reflect the early stage that we are all at in terms of
implementing the new legislative framework.

We now wish to start discussing this MOU with relevant government agencies with a view to
agreeing it over the next couple of months. To kick of that off, we would like to propose the
following process:

That each of the agencies involved (we’ve suggested these should be: MfE, MPI, MBIE,
MoT, Treasury, and EECA)* nominate a contact point to coordinate the agency’s input and
with whom we can liaise with on the draft MOU.  It would be great if you could get back to
me on this within the next week, i.e. by 1 May.
We’ll look to convene a meeting during the week beginning 4 May, to discuss initial
feedback from agencies, and begin the process of working through the MOU in detail.
Depending on the nature of the issues that need to be clarified and amended in the draft
MOU, we would then look to set up further meetings as necessary and aim to settle this
ideally by the end of June.

*The MOU is focused mainly around emissions budgets as that is our key area of work for the
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[IN‐CONFIDENCE] 

 
Kia ora koutou, 
 
Please find attached a dataset for the scenarios and paths in our final advice. 
 
We will leave it to MfE to handle the distribution to other Government agencies. Please note this is not to be shared 
outside of Government. 
 
We will be producing a version of this spreadsheet for publishing on June 9, which may involve further modelling 
outputs. If you have any suggestions for other lines of data that you would find useful, let us know and we will do 
our best to accommodate your requests. 
 
We look forward to engaging with you all over the coming days and weeks. 
 
Ngā mihi, 

and the CCC team 

  W climatecommission.govt.nz  
 
 
 
 
 

From
Sent: Monday, 31 May 2021 3:23 pm 
To:  @mfe.govt.nz>;  @climatecommission.govt.nz>; 

@climatecommission.govt.nz> 
Cc:  @mfe.govt.nz>;  @mfe.govt.nz>;   

@mfe.govt.nz>;  @mfe.govt.nz>;   
@mfe.govt.nz> 

Subject: RE: [IN‐CONFIDENCE] In‐confidence: updated Commission Current Policy Reference baseline 
 
Hi  and all, 
 
Yes, we’re just working on this now and will share it with you by close of play today (and as soon as we have it 
ready). 
 
Cheers, 

 

From:  @mfe.govt.nz>  
Sent: Monday, 31 May 2021 2:35 pm 
To:  @climatecommission.govt.nz>;   

@climatecommission.govt.nz>;   
@climatecommission.govt.nz> 

Cc:  @mfe.govt.nz>;  @mfe.govt.nz>;   
@mfe.govt.nz>;  @mfe.govt.nz>;   
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@mfe.govt.nz> 
Subject: RE: [IN‐CONFIDENCE] In‐confidence: updated Commission Current Policy Reference baseline 
 
Hi all, 
 
In the documents sent over today, it looks like we have PDFs of the advice report and evidence material. Is there 
also an excel spreadsheet of the advice scenario numbers? That’s pretty important for Agencies’ initial analysis and 
advice to Ministers in the next few days. We had been assuming this would be part of the pack. 
 
Thanks 

 
 

From:  @climatecommission.govt.nz>  
Sent: Thursday, 27 May 2021 1:51 pm 
To:  @climatecommission.govt.nz>;  @mfe.govt.nz>; 

@climatecommission.govt.nz> 
Cc:  @mfe.govt.nz>;  @mfe.govt.nz> 
Subject: RE: [IN‐CONFIDENCE] In‐confidence: updated Commission Current Policy Reference baseline 
 

[IN‐CONFIDENCE] 
 
Hi   all 
 
 
In the NDC chapter all our figures are in AR4 to be consistent with the budget chapters. As our quantitative 
recommendations on the NDC are wrt to the % reduction targets, which don’t change when the calculation is done 
in AR5 (at least not to 2 sf) we haven’t presented the figures in AR5 for the NDC. 
 
Cheers 
 

 
 

[IN‐CONFIDENCE] 

From:  @climatecommission.govt.nz>  
Sent: Thursday, 27 May 2021 1:20 pm 
To:  @mfe.govt.nz>;   

@climatecommission.govt.nz>;   
@climatecommission.govt.nz> 

Cc:  @mfe.govt.nz>;  @mfe.govt.nz> 
Subject: RE: [IN‐CONFIDENCE] In‐confidence: updated Commission Current Policy Reference baseline 
 

[IN‐CONFIDENCE] 

 
I’ll have to pass to to answer that one. 
 

From:  @mfe.govt.nz>  
Sent: Thursday, 27 May 2021 1:01 pm 
To:  @climatecommission.govt.nz>;   

@climatecommission.govt.nz> 
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Cc:  @mfe.govt.nz>;  @mfe.govt.nz> 
Subject: RE: [IN‐CONFIDENCE] In‐confidence: updated Commission Current Policy Reference baseline 
 

[IN‐CONFIDENCE] 

 
Thank you. 
 
Is the same approach taken for the NDC advice?  
 

From:  @climatecommission.govt.nz>  
Sent: Thursday, 27 May 2021 12:53 pm 
To:  @mfe.govt.nz>;   

@climatecommission.govt.nz> 
Cc:  @mfe.govt.nz>;  @mfe.govt.nz> 
Subject: RE: [IN‐CONFIDENCE] In‐confidence: updated Commission Current Policy Reference baseline 
 

 

[IN‐CONFIDENCE] 

 
Hi  and all, 
 
In our final advice we convert the recommended budget levels to AR5 (as well as showing them in AR4), but all other 
numbers throughout our analysis are using AR4. 
 
Hope that answers your question. Give me a call if not. 
 
Cheers, 

 

  W climatecommission.govt.nz  
 
 
 
 
 

From:  @mfe.govt.nz>  
Sent: Thursday, 27 May 2021 12:29 pm 
To:  @climatecommission.govt.nz>;   

@climatecommission.govt.nz> 
Cc:  @mfe.govt.nz>;  @mfe.govt.nz> 
Subject: Fw: [IN‐CONFIDENCE] In‐confidence: updated Commission Current Policy Reference baseline 
 

[IN‐CONFIDENCE] 
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Hi
 
Thank you for this ‐ extremely helpful.  
 
The Commission's draft advice said that the final advice would update for AR5 GWPs, but these baselines 
are still in AR4. Could you urgently clarify what GWPs the advice will use? If it will be AR5, do you have a 
version of this spreadsheet with AR5 GWPs?  
 
Thank you, 

 
 

From:  @climatecommission.govt.nz>  
Sent: Wednesday, 26 May 2021 12:51 pm 
To:  @mfe.govt.nz>;  @mbie.govt.nz>;

@mbie.govt.nz>;  @mpi.govt.nz>;  @mpi.govt.nz)' 
@mpi.govt.nz>;  @transport.govt.nz>;  @mfe.govt.nz> 

Cc:  @climatecommission.govt.nz>;   
@climatecommission.govt.nz>;  @climatecommission.govt.nz>; 

@climatecommission.govt.nz> 
Subject: [IN‐CONFIDENCE] In‐confidence: updated Commission Current Policy Reference baseline 
 

[IN‐CONFIDENCE] 

 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
Thank you for your work over the last few months helping us to update and align our Current Policy Reference 
baseline with agency projections. Please see attached our CPR for final advice on emissions budgets 1‐3.  
 
We are sharing the CPR before formally presenting our advice to Ministers to allow agencies time to understand any 
remaining differences between the baselines. 
 
We are happy for you to share this information with anybody else within your agency who needs to access it. It 
should not be shared outside your agency until after the Minister for Climate Change has tabled the Commission’s 
final advice in the House, and our report and data sets are published. 
 
As we are busy finalising the reports we will not have time to respond to any queries on this data until after our 
advice is handed to Ministers. 
 
Thank you again for your help, 
 

 
 

 

E christopher.holland@climatecommission.govt.nz 
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W climatecommission.govt.nz 
 

 
 
 

[IN‐CONFIDENCE] 

 

********************************************************************************************* 

 

Please Note: The information contained in this e-mail message and any attached files may be confid*ential information, and may also be the 
subject of legal professional privilege. It is not necessarily the official view of the Ministry for the Environment. If you are not the intended recipient, 
any use, disclosure or copying of this e-mail is unauthorised. If you have received this e-mail in error, please notify us immediately by reply e-mail 
and delete the original. Thank you. 

 

********************************************************************************************* 

 

 

[IN‐CONFIDENCE] 

 

[IN‐CONFIDENCE] 

 
 

[IN‐CONFIDENCE] 

 

[IN‐CONFIDENCE] 

 

[IN‐CONFIDENCE] 
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As allowed for under s 16 (1)(e), a summary of the attached data is 

provided to ensure the confidentiality of the organisations whose data is 

included. The summarized data is available at:  https://ccc-production-

media.s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/public/Inaia-tonu-nei-a-low-

emissions-future-for-Aotearoa/Modelling-files/Scenarios-dataset-2021-

final-advice.xlsx.
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Refused under 18(d), as the data is publicly available at: https://ccc-

production-media.s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/public/2021-

Draft-Advice-Report-charts-and-data-v3.xlsx

274
 

 




