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Hi 

I’m getting in touch about the analysis on distributional impacts that the Commission has
initiated.

As mentioned in some of our previous meetings, the Commission has commissioned Motu to
build a whole-of-economy model to help inform our advice on emissions budgets and the
emissions reduction plan. As part of this contract,  from Motu is building a
distributional impacts microsimulation model that takes the information from that whole-of-
economy model and disaggregates it to provide insights on the impacts of possible climate
transitions on different sectors, regions and communities, demographic and socioeconomic
groups.

As part of this distributional impacts work, we are looking to submit an application to Stats NZ
for Data Lab access in the next few weeks. There are a series of datasets within the IDI (e.g., HES,
MOE tertiary and training data) that we’d be looking to access as part of this work, but we’re also
hoping to access some of the tax data and tables derived from the tax data (e.g., the LBD, the
linked employer-employee data with information about the employer) as these will provide
more detail on the impacts on businesses and the workers they employ. In particular, this tax
data will allow us to look at workers within businesses to give us a better sense of things like
which employees are most likely to be released under certain scenarios, the labour and overall
productivity of the business.

Having access to this tax data will significantly improve the analysis that the Commission is able
to do on distributional impacts, and will be useful for the analysis that MfE and other agencies
will need to carry out.

However, the tax databases are restricted for use to government researchers, and we have been
informed by Stats NZ that, as a Crown Entity, the Commission is not classified as a government
agency in this situation.

As a result, we need to identify a Ministry to effectively act as the sponsor for this work. Our
understanding is that this would involve the Ministry signing a letter of engagement for the
project, with one of the Ministry’s staff members being listed on the application as an
‘alternative contact’ on the project. Under the agreement, Ministry staff members would be
given microdata access or viewing access.

We’re reaching out to you because MfE is our monitoring agency and is responsible for
coordinating the response to the Commission’s advice. Being affiliated with the project would
allow the Commission and MfE to share information more closely over the course of this work,
with the main outcome being to improve distributional impacts analysis in both the
Commission’s work and any work MfE may do in this area.
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Address notification – full GEOGRAPHIC This dataset will provide information about where 
households’ and workers’ residences are located.  This will 
primarily be used to supplement information about where 
workers live relative to where they work.  This will allow for 
the examination of where new jobs are expected to be 
located relative to where workers best suited for those jobs 
are likely to reside.  Similarly, this information would allow 
for the examination of where workers in sectors expected 
to contract reside.  Moreover, this will be used to 
supplement the LEED matching of workers to geographic 
locations for enterprises with more than one location. 

Person overseas spell GEOGRAPHIC This dataset will provide information about immigration 
and emigration, especially for workers.  This will be used to 
examine gaps in employment of workers in order to better 
understand if workers have left employment and have 
stayed in the country or if they have gone overseas.  This 
will be important for better understanding the potential 
pool of workers available for work. 

Longitudinal Business 
Database 

LBD This dataset will be one of the key data sets used in this 
project to provide information about the characteristics and 
outcomes of businesses and workers. The key outcomes 
will include employment, wages, revenues, business entry, 
and business exit.  The key characteristics for businesses 
will include industry, size (by FTE and number or workers), 

location,  
  The key characteristics for workers will include age, 

FTE, number of jobs,  
  Most of this information will 

be obtained from the Employer Monthly Schedule and the 
derived labour and productivity tables from Fabling & Maré. 
The data from these tables will be supplemented by other 
tables in the LBD as described by Fabling’s 2016 paper, “A 
Rough Guide to the Longitudinal Business Database (2nd 
Edition)”4.  These outcomes and characteristics will be used 
to examine the potential impacts of proposed policies and 
changes on businesses and workers (including working 
proprietors) as well as to describe those most likely to be 
impacted.  For example, this dataset will be used to 
describe the characteristics of businesses and workers most 
likely to be negatively impacted by a proposed policy.  

 
 

 

 
  

3 the paper by Fabling and & Maré:  http://motu-www.motu.org.nz/wpapers/15 17.pdf. 
4 See http://motu-www.motu.org.nz/wpapers/19 03.pdf. 
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Household Economic 
Survey (HES) 

HES 

Household Labour Force 
Survey (HLFS) 

HLFS 

Tax data (for government 
researchers) 

IR This dataset will be used to supplement the data in the LBD 
and to provide additional information about businesses, 
business owners, and workers.  The outcomes and 
characteristics derived from this data set will be used to 
examine the potential impacts of proposed policies and 
changes on businesses and workers (including working 
proprietors) as well as to describe those most likely to be 
impacted.   

Tax derived tables IR This dataset will be used to supplement the data in the LBD 
and to provide additional information about businesses, 
business owners, and workers.  The outcomes and 
characteristics derived from this data set will be used to 
examine the potential impacts of proposed policies and 
changes on businesses and workers (including working 
proprietors) as well as to describe those most likely to be 
impacted.   

International travel and 
migration data 

CUS This dataset will provide information about immigration 
and emigration, especially for workers.   
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To:
Subject: FW: Climate Commission"s impacts work - affiliation on Stats Data Lab project
Date: Monday, 17 February 2020 10:32:16 am
Attachments: image001.png

Ngā mihi,

W climatecommission.govt.nz

From: @mfe.govt.nz> 
Sent: Monday, 17 February 2020 9:56 am
To: @climatecommission.govt.nz>
Cc: @mfe.govt.nz>; 

@mfe.govt.nz>
Subject: RE: Climate Commission's impacts work - affiliation on Stats Data Lab project

Hi

Just letting you know that I will be the contact for this from the MFE end, I am only into my
second week at MFE but have plenty of experience with the IDI.

With this said it would be good to get together to have a change about your thinking in terms of
MFE involvement. I would be happy to come over to you.

Kind regards,

Ministry for the Environment – Manatū Mō Te Taiao
@mfe.govt.nz | Website: www.mfe.govt.nz 

From: @mfe.govt.nz> 
Sent: Friday, 14 February 2020 4:28 pm
To: @mfe.govt.nz>
Subject: FW: Climate Commission's impacts work - affiliation on Stats Data Lab project

Hi

Here’s the CCC’s application. I was thinking that the table of factors to consider at the front in
the supporting information provided by Stats provides a good structure of things to include in
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Attachment mentioned in the email of 14 Feb 2020 at 4.28pm not released as same as 
document 63a above.
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